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MESSAGE FROM 

FOUNDER
Greetings from Hope Behind Bars Africa!

I am excited to present the first Impact Report 
highlighting the progress and impact of our 
organization in providing access to justice to 
indigent inmates and re-inventing corrections in 
Nigeria. We are aware that the ills in our criminal 

justice system is an institutional one and we are 
committed to bringing about a change in this 
system. We know that such change takes long 
term effort and several indigent inmates will 
suffer while we work towards the change we 
want to see. Hope behind Bars is committed to 
being  a beacon of hope to them. 

My excitement today is borne out of the reality 
that what commenced as a passion of just 
visiting prison and taking up cases of people who 
have suffered injustice in the hands of the 
criminal justice system has now today become a 
registered non-profit.  This time last year, I was 
merely discussing my plans to bring more 
lawyers on board with a few colleagues. I had 
only just finished discussions with Osarieme 
Omoruyi, a lawyer who on her own had been 
taking up probono cases in Abia state and we 
were talking about unifying our work. Less than a 
year after,  we have secured the discharge of  
young  men forgotten in prison, we have 
registered our presence in 4 prisons, we have 
inspired more people to come on board as 
volunteers and we have built an app that 
leverages technology to provide access to 
justice to indigent inmates among others. In May 
2019, we finally completed our registration at 
the Corporate Affairs Commision as an 
Incorporated Trustee. This has only been 
possible due to our dilligence and passion and of 
course the overwhelming support we have 
recieved from volunteers, stakeholders, 
Funders- Accountability Lab Nigeria and a 
couple of individuals who believe in what we do.

What you see here is our attempt to put 
together something which from inception was 
simply two passionate individuals representing 
indigents and showing compassion to humans 
behind bars. We have made impact. We have 
changed lives. We have reunited families. We 
have put smiles on the faces of the marginalized. 
We have shown people a way to give back to the 
society and we deemed it necessary to show you 
what we have done irrespective of growing 
structure.

 On behalf the people we have impacted through 
your generosity- the falsely accused, the women 
in prison, the young man charged with a capital 
offence, the hungry man in prison or the prisoner 
without clothes I say thank you for your loyal and 
generous support. Let us continue to dream and 
act on all the innovative ways that we can use to 
break the walls of injustice. Let us shine the light 
in the dark places!!!

Warmest Regards,

Executive Director/Co-founder,
Funke Adeoye, 
LLB,BL,ACIarb (UK)
Fellow, Cornell Center on Death Penalty
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Nguemo Uja LLB, LLM, MCIarb UK

Notary Public

Funke Adeoye, LLB,BL, ACIarb UK

Fellow, Cornell Center on Death Penalty

Adedayo Adeniyi B.A Eng,   

Mandela Washington Fellow

Temitope Olaoye, A.C.A

Dr. Wisdom Ebeogu 

Osarieme Omoruyi, LLB, B.L

Management

Team
  Funke Adeoye, LLB, BL, ACIarb UK

     Founder/ Executive Director

Osarieme Omoruyi, LLB, B.L 
Co-founder

Benson Imoh
ICT Officer

Yemisi Ojo

Communications Assistant

Oluwadetan Olaobaju

Finance Officer

Our 
Volunteers
Oluwatobiloba Ogungbeje

Akintunde Adeoye

Bukunmi Weke 

Elijah Lebou

Samuel Weke

Nkechi Dim

Napoleon Duke

Tega Pretty

Chiedozie Mba

Tomidea Gillis

Glitter Luka

Isaac Temitope Olaniyi

Oyindamola Agoro

Winnie Ishiaku

Esther Akhigbe

Mitchelle Apemiye

Ammiel Charles

Greg Dyodun

Chinelo Enughobi

Board of 
Trustees 
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Our
 Workspace

Prior to March 2019, we worked from libraries, offices of other colleagues, home etc. 

When our idea “connectlawyer” was selected by Accountability Lab as the winner of 

SDG 16 Innovation challenge, we got the privilege to use their workspace for free. 

We also use slack as a virtual workspace.
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Source of Fund WHAT WE ARE ABOUT
We know that 68% of prisoners behind bars 
are awaiting trial and most of them will stay 
there for years without legal representation 
because they cannot afford the services of a 
competent lawyer. This remains the major 
cause of prison congestion in Nigeria. We also 
know that Prisons in Nigeria are a long way 
from been true correctional facilities. 

68%

of prisoners 
behind bars are 

awaiting trial

Corporate

NGO
Individuals
Corporate
Faith-Based
Government Grant
International Grant

We believe that access to justice is a 
fundamental human right. Every inmate 
irrespective of their religion, tribe or economic 
status has a right to legal representation 
whether or not they committed the crime for 
which they are charged. We also   believe that 
no human should be denied   their basic rights 
to food, welfare, education, adequate 
clothing/shelter simply because they are in 
confinement at a given time.

We are determined to create innovations and 
interventions that will make prisons in Nigeria 
become true correctional facilities housing 
only  people that are legally meant to be there 
at every given time. 
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12.  OUR SCORECARD

Access to  Justice
We have provided direct legal representation to 22 
men and women awaiting trial.

Legal  Awareness
We have carried out legal awareness sessions with 
over 100 inmates in attendance. 

Prison  Welfare/ Rehabilitation
Our welfare donations has reached over 1000 
inmates of Suleja and Keffi Prison. We carried out 
post prison rehabilitation sessions with some of 
the inmates we released. 

Partnerships
We have entered into partnerships with some 
other NGOs. This includes Accountability Lab 
Nigeria and YALI Network Abuja.

Volunteers
We registered a total of 17 volunteers from March 
2019 till date. 

Leveraging Technology
We built an app “connect lawyer” which connects 
probono lawyers to indigent inmates.
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The thing about prison 

Prison is best described only by the man or woman who has been there. Far 
from been a rehabilitation centre, the very history of prisons in Nigeria shows 
that they are built for one reason, to sap out the soul from the life of a living 
being.

More than Legal representation

Our lawyers are dilligent, compassionate and competent to defend our clients. 
We place high premium on capacity building and continuous learning so our 
lawyers are armed at every point in time to handle the most difficult cases.

THE PRISONS WE COVER 

 Umuahia Suleja Kuje Keffi



OPE 
BEHIND  BARS 
AFRICA INITIATIVE

H

3. Azuka was arrested for 
stealing a laptop at age 19, he 
appeared in court only once and 
was left in prison for 5 years. We 
f i l e d  a  m o t i o n  f o r  h i s  
unconditional discharge which 
the court granted in July 2019.

5. Victor and Alex were both 
arrested for loitering around the 
house of an army general and had 
been in prison for months before we 
met them. We moved a motion for 
their discharge as the nominal 
c o m p l a i n a n t  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  
interested in the matter and the 
court granted our prayers.

1. Ahmed Bello pictured with 
Osarieme Omoruyi arrested in his 
shop in 2015 for smoking a 
substance suspected to be indian 
hemp. He appeared in court just 
once and was abandoned in 
prison without trial until we met 
him in November 2017. He was 
granted unconditional release in 
Septemeber 2018.

2. Mark Okoye was arrested in lieu of 
his business partner in 2015. We 
filed a  fundamental human rights 
action against the police which the 
court  granted and awarded 
damages in his favour in January 

4. Azuka is here still dressed in the 
shirt he wore from prison. Pictured 
with his sister and our team 
members, a week after his release. 
We talked about his future plans 
and offered him some items to help 
with his life going forward.

When we commenced prison visits and legal representation, 
all we were after was providing access to justice for indigents, 
so we did not take pictures of our wins.  We realised the need 
to take pictures for documentation afterwards and below are 
some of the pictures we have taken this year.The faces of our 
clients has been blurred for confidentiality sake. Names used 
are also pseudonyms.

SOME OF OUR WINS



In celebration of International Women's Day 2019, Hope behind Bars Africa under its Justice Access program organized an outreach to 
female officers and inmates at Keffi Medium Security prison to sensitize the officers on little ways they could assist in upholding the 
Human Rights of female inmates and to answer legal questions posed by female inmates.

KEFFI OUTREACH

a.  We adequately responded to all the questions of 12 female inmates who had legal issues. We also 
had some time with over 100 male inmates.

b. From the Legal awareness session, we took up the cases of 7 Awaiting trial inmates who cannot 
afford legal representation.

c.  The items we donated will go a long way in attending to the hygiene welfare of inmates for 2 
months. 

d.  We gained understanding on things to look out for when planning for a next outreach. 

PROJECT
IMPACT
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VOLUNTEERS SPEAK

Tobi  I thought that when I get to 

prison I will see women who committed 
heinous crimes. I was shocked that a 
woman was in prison for months 
because she  was alleged to have stolen 
a Television that had stopped working 
or the other woman who got into prison 
because she had a fight with her 
husband. I could not believe it and I am 
grateful for the opportunity to be a part 
of this movement.

Still in celebration of Mandela day 2018, I can draw Africa 
in partnership with Yali Network Abuja, Hope behind 
Bars Africa and other organizations did this graffiti art on 
one of the walls at Suleja prison.

In celebration of Mandela day 2018, we partnered
with Yali Network Abuja to visit inmates of Suleja 
prison and donate some hygiene items to them.

OUR PARTNERS
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At the time of writing this report we had not been able to secure 
the permission of all our donors to report their names so we 
decided to go with the first names of the donors who we are yet to 

CASH DONORS

N1000 – 
N10,0000

Grace Ameh
Tope Olaoye
Henry    
Grace        
Mercy       
Winnie 
Nguuma               
Mitchelle 
Chinelo          

N10,000 – 
N50,000

Uche
Nguemo

N50,000 –
N100,000

Akintunde  Adeoye
Osarieme Omoruyi

N100,000 – 
N500, 000

Funke Adeoye

N500,000 –
N1,000,000

Accountability Lab

The total amount received from donations so far minus 

donations from the founders is N110,00

The total amount received from Accountability Lab so far is 

N576,000

Expenses 
All of our funds have gone into the following expenses.

Cost of website and app building & maintenance  

N40,000

Cost of Registration of  HBBA at Corporate Affairs 

Commision  N80,000

Cost of funds spent on Keffi Outreach N103,000

Cost  of funds spent on Suleja Outreach  N21,000

 Production of Branded items  N8,000

Stipends for support of volunteers work  N40,000

N20,000Cost of Graphics  

Other Expenses includes
Legal Fees for indigent inmates
Transport Expenses
Bank Charges
Cost of Airtime

FINANCIAL
STEWARDSHIP
Up until March 2019. Our activities were funded solely from 
personal funds from our founders. Donations started coming in 
during our outreach to Keffi prison in celebration of international 
women’s day in March 2019. In April, we began to receive stipends 
to support our work from Accountablility Lab Nigeria. 



JOIN US
We can change lives with you on board. 
Join us today.

Find out more by visiting our website
www.hopebehindbarsafrica.org 

Email Us   letstalk@hopebehindbarsafrica.org
Call Us      +234-8073600790

Ecove workspaces, 4 Sefadu close, behind 4U Supermarket, 
Ademola Adetokunbo, Wuse 2, Abuja.

Follow us in social media

hopebehindbar

Hope behind bars Africa

Hope behind bars Africa
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