HOPE
Behind Bars
AFRICA

©

2020

FIRST IMPACT REPORT
FIRST IMPACT REPORT
FIRST IMPACT REPORT
FIRST IMPACT REPORT

CONTENTS

TABLE OF

Our
ADVOCACY

Message from
FOUNDER

01

Our
TEAM

02

Death
Penalty
PROJECT

13

14

Our
PARTNERS

15

02

About
US

03

In the
NEWS

16

Sources of
FUNDS

05

Our
VOLUNTEERS

17

Our
SCORECARD

06

Financial
STEWARDSHIP

18

The thing about
PRISON

07

Support
US

19

Our
WINS

08

Join
US

21

Our
OUTREACHES

11

GREETINGS FROM HOPE BEHIND BARS AFRICA!

I

am excited to present the First Impact Report which highlights the progress and impact of our
organization in bridging the gap of inequality and achieving SDG 16- Peace, Justice and Strong
Institutions with a focus on the criminal justice system in Nigeria. We are aware that the ills in our
criminal justice system is an institutional one and we are committed to working with all stakeholders
to bring about sustainable change in the system. We know that such change takes long term eﬀort
and several indigent inmates will continue to suﬀer till the change happens.

MESSAGE FROM
FOUNDER

My excitement today is borne out of the reality that what commenced as a passion of just visiting
correctional centers and taking up cases of people who have suﬀered injustice in the hands of the
criminal justice system has today become a registered non-proﬁt and a movement. Though the work
began in May 2018 with the ﬁrst visit to Suleja prison, 2019 was the year we gained traction, secured
wins and began to build a solid structure. Within this time, we have grown from a team of 2 to 27. We
have provided access to justice to 32 inmates, our welfare interventions has reached over 1000. We
have inspired more people to see diamonds in the rough and we have built an app that leverages
technology to provide access to justice to indigent inmates among others.
This has only been possible due to my commitment and that of the team to create change as well as
the overwhelming support we have received from volunteers, relevant stakeholders, FundersAccountability Lab Nigeria and a couple of individuals who believe in what we do. A special thanks to
the Nigerian Correctional Service and the National Human Rights Commission for being solid
partners too.

Gre tings from
HOPE
Behind Bars
AFRICA

On behalf the people we have impacted through your generosity- the falsely accused, the women
in prison, the young people facing death penalty, the hungry man inmate or the prisoner without
clothes I say thank you for your loyal and generous support. Let us continue to dream and act on all
the innovative ways that we can use to break the walls of injustice. Let us shine the light in the dark
places!!!
Warmest Regards,
FUNKE ADEOYE.
ACIarb (UK), Fellow Cornell Center on Death Penalty
Founder, Hope behind Bars Africa Initiative.
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Spending 6 years in prison for a crime I know nothing about crushed me. I was in my 3rd year in Kaduna Technical College returning from school
when the police picked me up and changed my life forever. I was accused of armed robbery and conspiracy with someone I met for the ﬁrst time in
the cell.
When Hope behind Bars took up my case it felt unreal. When the judge discharged me in February 2019 I cried tears of joy. Today, I’ve reconnected
with my aged father who had almost lost all in trying to get me out of prison. My school refused to take me back so I am doing menial jobs to make
ends meet and I hope to go back to my mechanic training.
Thank you Hope behind Bars Africa for changing my story.

MANAGEMENT TEAM

FUNKE ADEOYE

BENSON UMOH

LLB, BL ACIarb UK

Bsc Acct.

Executive Director

IT Oﬃcer

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
NGUEMO UJA
LLB, LLM, Notary Public

ADEDAYO ADENIYI
B.A Eng, Mandela Washington Fellow

TEMITOPE OLAOYE

NKECHI DIM

WINNIE ISHIAKU

LLB, BL, LLM

LLB.

Head of Legal

Programs Manager

Bsc, Msc, ACA

FUNKE ADEOYE
LLB, ACIarb UK

DR. WISDOM EBEOGU
Doctor of Optometry

OSARIEME OMORUYI
LLB, BL

YEMISI OJO

OLUWADETAN
OLAOBAJU

B.A Eng

Btech (Physics) Msc (Physics)

Communications Oﬃcer

Finance Oﬃcer
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ABOUT
US

OUR TARGET
BENEFICIARIES

VISION
Towards justice and true corrections.

MISSION
To provide access to justice to marginalized
inmates and to improve the welfare & well-being
of people living in correctional facilities through
innovative interventions, eﬀective
collaborations and advocacy.

PRIMARY

-

Women in prison
Children in trouble with the law
Indigent inmates facing death penalty
Other marginalized/indigent inmates

SECONDARY

- Oﬃcers in the Criminal Justice System
- Lawyers/Law Clinic Students/Paralegals

OUR PROGRAMS
Access to justice for the underserved behind
bars
COMPASSION
Death Penalty Project
COMMUNITY
CHANGE

Welfare, Reformation and Re-intergration
Project
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WHAT WE ARE ABOUT

WE KNOW that 68% of people behind bars are
awaiting trial and most of them will stay there for
years without legal representation because they
cannot aﬀord the services of a competent lawyer.
Leading to prison congestion and making our
correctional facilities a far cry from being truly
reformatory.

1

W E B E L I E V E t h a t a c c e s s to j u s t i c e i s a
fundamental human right that makes for peace.
Every inmate irrespective of their religion, tribe or
economic status has a right to legal
representation whether or not they committed
the crime for which they are charged. We also
believe that no human should be denied their
basic rights to food, welfare, education, adequate
clothing/shelter simply because they are in
conﬁnement at a given time.

2

WE ARE DETERMINED to create innovations and
interventions that will make prisons in Nigeria
become true correctional facilities housing only
people that are legally meant to be there at every
given time.
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SOURCES OF
FUNDS

60%

30%

10%

0%

0%

0%

NGOs
INDIVIDUALS
CORPORATE
FAITH BASED
GOVERNMENT GRANT
INTERNATIONAL GRANT
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OUR SCORECARD
ACCESS TO JUSTICE:
We have provided direct access to justice to 32 men and
women behind bars
LEGAL AWARENESS
We have carried out legal awareness sessions with over 100
inmates in attendance.
WELFARE/ REHABILITATION:
Our welfare donations has reached over 1000 inmates of
Suleja and Keﬃ Prison. We also carried out post conﬁnement
rehabilitation sessions with some of the inmates we released.

PARTNERSHIPS:
We have entered into partnerships with other organizations.
This includes National Human Rights Commission, Cornell
Center on Death Penalty Worldwide, Accountability Lab and
YALI Network Abuja.
VOLUNTEERS:
We registered a total of 25 volunteers since March 2019.

LEVERAGING TECHNOLOGY:
We built an app “connect lawyer” which connects probono
lawyers to indigent inmates several lawyers have signed.
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THE THING
ABOUT PRISON

Prison is best described only by the man or woman who has been there.
Far from been a rehabilitation center, the very history of prisons in Nigeria
shows that they are built for one reason, to sap out the soul from the life
of a living being.
More than Legal representation our lawyers are diligent and competent
to defend our clients. We place high premium on capacity building and
continuous learning so our lawyers and legal service providers are armed
at every point in time to handle the most diﬃcult cases.

THE PRISONS WE COVER

UMUAHIA

AFARA

KEFFI

KUJE

SULEJA
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OUR WINS

When we commenced prison visits and legal representation, all we were after was providing
access to justice to indigents, so we did not take pictures of our wins. We realized the need to
take pictures for documentation afterwards and below are some of the pictures we took in
2019. The faces of our clients has been blurred for conﬁdentiality sake. Names used are also
pseudonyms.

01

Victor and Alex were both arrested for loitering around the house of
an army general and had been in prison for months before we met
them. We moved a motion for their discharge as the nominal
complainant was no longer interested in the matter and the court
granted our prayers.
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OUR WINS

02

Ahmed Bello pictured with Osarieme Omoruyi arrested in his shop in
2015 for smoking a substance suspected to be indian hemp. He
appeared in court just once and was abandoned in prison without
trial until we met him in November 2017. He was granted
unconditional release in Septemeber 2018.

03

Azuka was arrested for stealing a laptop at age 19, he appeared in
court only once and was left in prison for 5 years. We ﬁled a motion for
his unconditional discharge which the court granted in July 2019.

04

Azuka is here still dressed in the shirt he wore from prison. Pictured
with his sister and our team members, a week after his release. We
talked about his future plans and oﬀered him some items to help with
his life going forward.

05

Mark Okoye was arrested in lieu of his business partner in 2015. We
ﬁled a fundamental human rights action against the police which the
court granted and awarded damages in his favour in January 2019.
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OUR WINS
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06

Henry was arrested on his way from School by the police, his phone
was taken from him and he was not allowed to speak to communicate
to anyone. He was taken to SARS where he met Uche and they were
both charged for armed robbery and conspiracy. He ended up
spending 6 years in prison awaiting trial. After some time the
prosecutor stopped attending court sittings. We took up his matter
and he was discharged in February 2019. Henry is here pictured with
Funke Adeoye months after his discharge at a meeting as to
progress on his re-intergration process.
In celebration of Mandela day
2018, we partnered with Yali
Network Abuja to visit
inmates of Suleja prison and
donate some hygiene items to
them.
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Suleiman and Amos were convicted of simple oﬀences with a bail
sum of 10,000 and 7,000 Naira respectively which they could not pay
and had to spend months in prison. We paid the sums and had them
discharged from the custodial center.
Still in celebration of Mandela
day 2018, I can draw Africa in
partnership with Yali Network
Abuja, Hope behind Bars
A f r i c a a n d o t h e r
organizations did this graﬃti
art on one of the walls at Suleja
prison.
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OUR OUTREACHES

KEFFI OUTREACH

In celebration of International Women's Day 2019, Hope behind Bars
Africa under its Justice Access program organized an outreach to female
oﬃcers and inmates at Keﬃ Medium Security prison to sensitize the
oﬃcers on little ways they could assist in upholding the Human Rights of
female inmates and to answer legal questions posed by female inmates.

IMPACT

We adequately responded to all the questions of 12 female inmates
who had legal issues. We also had some time with over 100 male
inmates.

From the Legal awareness session, we took up the cases of 7
Awaiting trial inmates who cannot aﬀord legal representation.

The items we donated will go a long way in attending to the hygiene
welfare of inmates for 2 months.

We gained understanding on things to look out for when planning for
a next outreach.
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OUR OUTREACHES

SULEJA OUTREACH

In celebration of Nigeria’s Independence day 2019, Hope behind Bars
Africa in partnership with National Human Rights Commision under our
welfare and reformation program visited Suleja prison for a medical and
legal outreach.

12

OUR ADVOCACY

585 PEOPLE REACHED

8,861 PEOPLE REACHED

We are doing our best to raise awareness about the plight of people in prison and prison living conditions.
The new Correctional Service Act was signed into law in September 2019 and we raised awareness about it as well as carried out a social media
advocacy that had a joint reach of over 15000 across all major social media platforms.
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DEATH
PENALTY
PROJECT

In 2019, our founder was invited by Cornell University
alongside 14 other capital defense lawyers for an
intensive training on capital defense. The need for
more lawyers/law clinic students to assess more
specialized training led us to set out a special death
penalty program at the organization.
In September, we carried out a knowledge sharing
session/training with 55 Law clinic students of
University of Abuja Faculty of law.
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OUR PARTNERS
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IN THE NEWS
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OUR VOLUNTEERS

TOBI: I thought that when I get to prison I will see women who committed
heinous crimes. I was shocked that a woman was in prison for months
because she was alleged to have stolen a Television that had stopped
working or the other woman who got into prison because she had a ﬁght with
her husband. I could not believe it and I am grateful for the opportunity to be a
part of this movement.

ABDULLY: Volunteering with Hope behind Bars Africa has helped me to see
life from a diﬀerent perspective and I am glad that I can use my skill to make life
better for the inmates, and well so using my creativity to boost the awareness
of the brand unto the greater spot.
- Oluwatobiloba Ogungbeje
- Akintunde Adeoye
- Bukunmi Weke
- Elijah Lebou
- Samuel Weke
- Nkechi Dim
- Napoleon Duke
- Tega Pretty
- Chiedozie Mba
- Oluwaferanmi Amusan
- Igwebuike Rebecca
- Musa Abdullahi

- Tomidea Gillis
- Glitter Luka Isaac
- Temitope Olaoye
- Oyindamola Agoro
- Winnie Ishiaku
- Esther Akhigbe
- Mitchelle Apemiye
- Ammiel Charles
- Greg Dyodun
- Chinelo Enughobi
- Emmanuel Agabi
- Emmanuel Obule
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
Our activities have funded by the personal contribution of our founder as did not have a corporate account for a long time until December 2019.To
make for transparency, we also did not make calls for donations except during our outreach to old Keﬃ correctional center. Between April and
September 2019, we received stipends for from Accountablility Lab Nigeria to support our work.

DONORS

The total amount received from donations so far minus
donations from the founders is N110,000

At the time of writing this report we had
not been able to secure the permission of
all our donors to report their names so we
decided to go with the ﬁrst names of some
of our donors.

N1000 – N10,000

N10,000 – N50,000

N100,000- N500,000

Grace Ameh
Tope Olaoye
Henry
Grace
Mercy
Winnie
Nguuma
Mitchelle
Chinelo

Ayo Weke
Uche
Nguemo
Wunmi

Funke Adeoye

N50,000 – N100,000
Akintunde Adeoye
Osariemen Omoruyi

N500,000- N1,000,000
Accountability Lab

Total amount received from Accountability Lab N852,000
All of our funds have gone into the following expenses.
Cost of website and maintenance N100,000
Cost of Incorporation of HBBA N100,000
Cost of funds spent on Keﬃ Outreach N103,000
Cost of funds spent on Suleja Outreach 2018 N21,000
Cost of Funds spent on Suleja Outreach 2019 N70,000
Production of Branded items N50,000
Stipends for support of volunteers work N70,000
Cost of opening corporate account N10,000
Other Expenses goes to Legal Fees for indigent inmates,
Logistics and transportation, Bank Charges and Cost of
Airtime.
At the time of writing this report we now have a corporate
account and by the end of each month in the new year a
monthly ﬁnancial report will be released for everyone to see.
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DONATE

HOW TO SUPPORT

This is the regular way to support our work. By donating you become a partner
with us in line with our donors policy which we would share with you as well as
monthly reports on what we do with your money. We have several donations
plans which we will share with you. You can also choose to be an anonymous
donor.
Account Name: Hope behind Bars Africa Initiative
Account Number: 1225090304
Bank: Access Bank
VOLUNTEER WITH US
We constantly make calls for volunteers based on our needs. For prison visits
everyone is welcome. Nothing makes our beneﬁciaries happy as seeing new
faces of people that genuinely care for them.
BEFRIEND A PRISONER
Here you get to select a prisoner we work with and share inspiration with
them via scheduled visits with our team or letter writing while sponsoring
their legal representation, skill acquisition or education towards humanity’s
beneﬁt.
CELEBRATE WITH US
You can choose to put a smile on the faces of our beneﬁciaries by celebrating
special days with them.

To learn more kindly send a mail to
letstalk@hopebehindbarsafrica.org or
Call: 08022257363.

SPONSOR A SKILL
They say an idle hand is the devil’s workshop. People in prison can make the
most of their time if they learn a thing or two. You can sponsor an inmate to
learn a skill and help her have something to fall back upon returning to the
society.
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LET US

PEACE

BUILD A LAND WITH

JUSTICE & STRONG
INSTITUTIONS
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JOIN US

We can CHANGE more
LIVES with you ON BOARD.

JOIN US TODAY.
Find out more by visiting our website
www.hopebehindbarsafrica.org
EMAIL US: letstalk@hopebehindbarsafrica.org
CALL US: +234-8022257363
ADDRESS: Plot 677, TOS Benson Crescent Utako, Abuja.

@hopebehindbar
Hope behind Bars Africa
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